2025 MCPHERSON COUNTY ALL SCHOOLS DAY BUTTON HUNT CLUE EXPLANATIONS

DAY 1 FRIDAY 5-2

FOR BOTH HUNTS

The hunting grounds are the same 900 or so square miles as always. If it's private property,  don't look there. The home places for Bulldogs, Swedes and Tigers are also no hunting zones. Don't forget to get your license.

(This is the standard clue from each year, noting the medallion is on public property and the virtual location is also a public place. 

DAY 2 SATURDAY 5-3

MEDALLION 

Your search will take you to open spaces, with some shaded places made different ways

(This clue is designed to lead you to a park, one that may not have as many shade trees. A shade structure at the Farmers Alliance Pavilion is just to the east of the hiring place.)

VIRTUAL

The place you are looking for is very big, from all of it you can see galaxies, and from parts of it view possibilities that became realities. Both are somewhat weather dependent though. 

(This clue is about the wide open spaces where at night if it's not cloudy you can see the galaxies and the lights of such places (depending on location) as the Conway underground storage complex, CHS Refinery and lights from some other McPherson industries. 

DAY 3 SUNDAY 5-4

MEDALLION 

Deer and antelope don't play here often but people do, at least in the general vicinity. 

(Wall Park has a playground and the ball fields east of the lake. It's also a block south of the practice field of McPherson Middle School where it once played it's football games. 

VIRTUAL 

The number four factors into this place. The parts will add  up to the whole. 

(According to a Kansas Wildlife and Parks brochure map, there are four units to the McPherson Valley Wetlands. The Big Basin, Chain of Lakes, Kubin and Little Sinkhole marshes.)

DAY 4 MONDAY 5-5

MEDALLION 

In Kansas, there are many places that don't quite sync up. Where you need to look is not one of them, in two ways. 

(Wall park is in the City and County of McPherson where there are a number of cases in Kansas where a city isn't in the county of the city's name. Also, Park Street goes both east-west and north south, and the same street name continues north from there, similar to Baer Street. In McPherson there are cases where one street becomes another though you are still going in the same direction. )

VIRTUAL

Something very rare came to this place 30 years ago. 

According to Kansas Wildlife and Parks' brochure for the McPherson County Wetlands, in 1995 whooping cranes visited the area of the wetlands,, the first time in 100 years the now endangered species has been seen there.)

DAY 5 TUESDAY 5-6

MEDALLION

McPherson County business history will be quite helpful in your hunt. Focus on two of them. 

(Wall Park bears the name of one of the founders of Wall-Rogalsky Milling Company, which today is part of Cereal Food Processors. Farmers Alliance Pavilion, which is where the medallion was hid, is on the north side of Wall Park.)

VIRTUAL 

What you're doing now was once the big attraction. On a much smaller scale it can still be done today. 

(We are talking about hunting here. Before the Blaze Fork Drainage District was built diminishing the wetlands dramatically, this area was an important area for “market hunters” who harvested ducks that were shipped to Kansas City and St. Louis for food. Parts of the McPherson Valley Wetlands are open to hunting subject to the conservation laws of today)

DAY 6 WEDNESDAY 5-7

MEDALLION

As you hunt, you may have to move a few leaves. Not many but just a few will do the trick. 

(At the time the clues were written, there were a few leaves in the location where the medallion was placed, in a crack below a plaque on a raised wall on the west side of the pavilion – They were not there when it was found.)

VIRTUAL 

A knife didn't go through it, but once upon a time a hot fork did.

(The clue references the Blaze Fork Drainage Ditch constructed around the turn of the 19th century int0 the 20th, which as noted in the day 5 clue nearly destroyed the wetlands, in fact completely draining the Big Basin.)

DAY 7 THURSDAY 5-8. 

MEDALLION

As you look to the northern galaxy, look for a sign to the past. Beneath that sign is something for your financial future. 

(This clue references a marketing slogan used by Farmers Alliance,”Trust your Future to a Proven Past.” The medallion was in a crack between bricks and the wall on which a dedicatory plaque is located. 

VIRTUAL

Once upon a time, it was as important as a place two counties west. Today, work continues to bring some of it back.

(Again from the McPherson Valley Wetlands Brochure, The wetlands in McPherson County were once considered equal in importance to Cheyenne Bottoms in Barton County. The Kansas Department of Wildlife andparks has to date acquired over 4,400 acres of land, and continues to be interested in acquiring land from willing sellers when funds exist.) 
